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19 July 1956. Mr. Dies, for the Committee on Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce, submitted House Report No. 2826, reporting favor - 
ably on the bill amending Title III of the Public Health Service Act to 
establish a National Library of Medicine, with an amendment. 


23 July 1956. The bill as amended was passed by the House. The 
amendment consisted of changing the second sentence of Section 376 
of the bill to read as follows: 


"The Administrator of General Services is authorized to 
acquire, by purchase, condemnation, donation, . or otherwise, 
a suitable site or sites, selected by the Surgeon General in 
accordance with the direction of the Board [of Regents], for 
such buildings and facilities and to erect thereon, furnish, 
and equip such buildings and facilities. " 


24 July 1956. The bill as amended was concurred in by the Senate 
and sent to the President. 


27 A 1956. The Second Supplemental Appropriations Act was 


e House and Senate and sent to the President. This Act in- 
cludes an appropriation of $350,000 for architectural plans for a new 
building for the National Library of Medicine. 


By the terms of the bill (Section 377) the transfer of the Armed 
Forces Medical Library and its "property, funds, and personnel, 
aad the other provisions of this part, shall become effective on the 
first day, occurring not less than thirty days after the date of enact- 
‘Ment of this part, which the Director of the Bureau of the Budget 
‘@termines to be practicable. " 


Print ing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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1955 CATALOG 


The 1955 Armed Forces Medical Library Catalog is again an an- 
nual volume, and like previous annual volumes it contains complete 
Author and Subject Sections in one volume. The Author Section con- 
tains approximately 50,000 entries; the Subject Section, 30,000. 


The 1955 Catalog is the first annual volume to include records of 
the History of Medicine Division's cataloging, although the Division's 
cataloging work for 1954 is included in the quinquennial edition (1950- 
54). The inclusion of entries for rare books has resulted in some 
variations from the usual form and arrangement of material in order 
to simplify as much as possible the use of the Catalog. For example, 
to avoid repeating the same name as editor for each variant edition of 
a title, a note has been added to a single entry referring the user to 
the main entry for a complete listing of all editions of that title. Ina 
few cases a card explaining an author's relationship to the spurious 
and doubtful works usually attributed to him has been inserted, and 
the phrase "spurious and doubtful works" has not been used in the au- 
thor entry. Another exception concerns standard titles which are used 
for entries under voluminous authors; where this type of entry is u- 
tilized, a card has been inserted to explain the arrangement of titles 
under the author. The arrangement of entries under voluminous au- 
thors is in two groups: titles published before 1801, and titles pub- 
lished after 1801. 


In the Subject Section the usual policy has been followed of com- 
bining entries under the general subject or under a single subdivision 
when only a few titles appear under a lesser subject subdivision. For 
example, the subdivision U. S. may be used instead of placing single 
entries under various state subdivisions. 


It is recommended that the user read the Introduction and Ex- 
planatory Notes found in the 1955 Catalog before using the volume. 
The 1955 Catalog (986 p.) is priced at $17.50 and may be ob 


tained from the Card Division, Library of Congress, Washington 25, 
dD. C. 





AUSTRALIAN UNION CATALOGUE 


Mr. J. E. Cummins of the Australian Scientific Liaison Office 
in Washington recently presented a copy of the Union Catalogue of Sci- 
entific Periodicals in Australian Libraries to the Armed Forces Med- 
ical Library. Mr. Cummins said that “in passing this over to your 
Library the Executive of the Commonwealth Scientific and Research 
Organization has asked me to express to you its thanks and great ap- 
preciation for the manner in which over many, many years you have 
assisted us with regard to references in scientific literature. Your 
Library has always been available to my office here and this is 2 
matter which we greatly appreciate. The Australian Catalogue, 
therefore, may be looked on as a small token of an appreciative cli- 
ent from another country. " 
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ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 


The Catalogue gives the location of more than 73, 000 scientific 
periodicals in about 250 Australian libraries, including 24 medical 
libraries. It is particularly valuable as a source of information for 
periodicals published in the South Asia area. 


AFML CLASSIFICATION 





The second edition ot the Armed Forces Medical Library Classi- 
fication is now at the printer; tentative publication date is 29 August 
1956. 


In this new edition a thorough revision of the schedules was un- 
dertaken in order to simplify further the classification scheme, to 
provide for new concepts, and to modernize the terminology. Ninety 
four of the class numbers which appeared in the first edition have been 
deleted, representing, chiefly, subdivisions of topics which experience 
has shown are not required. Forty new classes have been added, pro- 
viding for such concepts as: Collagen diseases; Ultrasound therapy; 
Mass chest x-ray; Muscle relaxants; Safety measures against ionizing 
radiation; Hospital safety, fire and disaster programs; Blood deriva- 
tives and plasma expanders. Some classes have been enlarged; the 
class Refrigeration anaesthesia, for example, now includes Artificial 
hibernation, and related topics. A new block of class numbers has 
been established for Thorax and thoracic surgery; the WT class, for- 
merly Geriatrics, has been expanded to include Chronic disease. 


Rearrangement within sections of the Classification will be evi- 
dent in the new edition, particularly in the sections on neoplasms and 
on gynecology. Explanatory notes, examples, and "compare" notes 
have been supplied generously throughout the new edition in the belief 
that they will make the scheme a more useful tool. 


The format remains practically unchanged in the new edition. 
One added feature is the special scheme for nineteenth century publi- 
cations, issued in 1953 with List No. 3 of the Additions and Changes 
to the first edition. The table used at AFML for determining Ameri- 
cana items is also included. Inthe revision of the index many obso- 
lete terms have been eliminated and new terms added, 





The revision of the schedules was accomplished by Mrs. Jus- 
tine Randers-Pehrson, who has worked with the Classification daily 
during the past five years, first as a cataloger and later as a reviser. 
Thus the changes are the result of practical experience in applying the 
tables to a large collection of books. While some reclassification of 
the AFML's holdings is necessitated by the changes, it is felt that the 
aoc in arrangement outweighs the disadvantages of reclassi- 
ication. 


The new edition will be sold by the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. The price 
of the publication is not yet available. 





MR. TAYLOR RETURNING TO CHICAGO 


Mr. Kanardy L. Taylor, who came to the Armed Forces Medical 
Library from the staff of the John Crerar Library in October 1950, and) 
who has served faithfully as Assistant to the Director and as Chief Li- 
brarian of the Armed Forces Medical Library for the past six years) 
is leaving this month to return to Chicago to organize and direct the 
new library of the Transportation Center of Northwestern University, 
effective 1 September 1956. 


/ CANCER CHEMOTHERAPY BIBLIOGRAPHY 


At the request of the Committee on Chemotherapy of the National 
Advisory Council and the National Cancer Institute, and with the advice 
of a committee of consultants composed of Dr. Jeanne C. Bateman of 
George Washington University, Dr. Joseph Leiter of the National Can 
cer Institute, and Dr. Martin Rubin of Georgetown University, the 
Armed Forces Medical Library has compiled a bibliography of 3,700 
items on the chemotherapy of cancer. This bibliography was designed 
to bring up to date the previous list of Dr. Helen H. Dyer (An Index to 
Tumor Chemotherapy, 1949); started in November of 1954, its compila 
tion required approximately six man-years. 


The bibliography is arranged by subjects, with cross references: 
and an author index in the style of the previous bibliographies prepared 
by AFML (for example, The Structure, Composition, and Growth of 
Bone, 1955), and will be published as a special supplement to Cancer 
Research. It is partially annotated and some abstracts of foreign arti- 
cles are provided. It is interesting to note that 7,800 references had 
to be examined in order to cull the final 3,700 items used. 


Copies of the bibliography will be available for distribution in 
December; requests should be directed to the Cancer Chemotherapy 
National Service Center, Bethesda 14, Maryland. 


V BIBLIOGRAPHY OF MEDICAL REVIEWS 





Last month the Library's latest mtitiatillie, Bibliography of Med 
ical Reviews, made its appearance. BMR contains references to moré 
than I, 000 review articles, imprinted 1955, arranged under broad sul 
ject rubrics and liberally cross referenced. A key to the journal title 
abbreviations cited is also included. 

In response to requests received in the Library, over 1, 000 cop 
ies have been distributed to institutions and individuals. Considerable 
comment has already been received; this stream of opinion and criti- 
cism will have an important bearing on the future of the Bibliography 
of Medical Reviews. 

A limited number of copies are still available and may be ob-. 
tained by addressing a request to the Director, Armed Forces Medical 
Library. 














